
 

measured and fitted for a new              

manual wheelchair in February. 

 

After a few short weeks Isaiahôs              

custom ñride,ò costing upwards of 

$4,000, was delivered to him with his 

class and family present at Menallen 

Elementary School.  The new                  

wheelchair fit Isaiah perfectly and will 

ñgrowò with him in the years ahead. 

Since Isaiahôs left hand is not                  

typically formed, ñnubsò on the left tire 

rim will insure that Isaiah can easily 

maneuver the wheelchair. 

 

Thanks to the friendly collaboration of 

Variety the Childrenôs Charity, the 

Lionôs Club, the Uniontown             

community and Blackburnôs                    

Physicians Pharmacy, Isaiah will be a 

happy kid on the go for many years 

to come! 

Imagine you are 8 years old and 

your only means of getting 

around is a wheelchair.  Imagine 

waking up one morning to             

discover that your wheelchair 

was not where you put it the night 

before.  Imagine the shock of 

realizing that someone had taken 

your ñwheels.ò 

 

It was a cold January morning 

when Variety the Childrenôs   

Charity learned of the wheelchair 

that was stolen from a little boy in 

Uniontown. That little boy was 

Isaiah, and it didnôt take him long 

to warm the hearts of those who 

heard his unfortunate story.   

 

Isaiah has spina bifida, a birth 

defect that affects the spinal cord 

and interferes with normal                

childhood growth and                      

development.  Everyone was 

stunned when Isaiahôs                 

wheelchair was taken from the 

family garage, as people in 

Uniontown usually know              

each other. 

 

As soon as Variety learned of the 

stolen wheelchair, they called to 

offer assistance through their 

Kids on the Go! Program, that 

provides equipment like                

wheelchairs for kids with                    

disabilities. They were directed to 

the Lionôs Club of Uniontown. 

 

The Lionôs Club, with enormous 

support from the community, had 

started a fund to help little Isaiah.  

Variety partnered with the Lionôs 

Club to get Isaiah a custom 

wheelchair fitted with the                      

modifications he required at the 

best price.  Through a                        

long-standing relationship with 

Blackburnôs Physicians                      

Pharmacy and Variety the                 

Childrenôs Charity, Isaiah was 

spring/summer 2008 

Know of any kids in need of wheelchairs, van lifts, and 

other enabling equipment? Call Variety the Childrenõs 

Charity at (412)747-2680. 
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DEAR FRIENDS,  
 
It is hard to believe how quickly 
time passes. The past few months 
have been very busy with a record 
number of kids and family                
members participating in our               
Halloween party at Bayer Material- 
Science and childrenôs Christmas 
party at Highmark. Variety                
Pittsburgh hosted Variety U.S. and 
80 international and national              
Variety leaders in September when 
they returned to Varietyôs 
ñbirthplaceò for the annual Variety 
U.S. Leadership Conference.  Our 
Variety Young Professionals             
coordinated our participation in the  
Walk for a Healthy Community 
presented by Highmark Blue Cross  
 

 
 
 
Blue Shield and are now busily 
planning their 4th Wheelchair 
Grand Prix in September. 
 
I am very proud to be an integral 
part of these efforts. We will strive 
to do more.  And, with your help  
we can! 
 
Here are a few practical and easy 
ways each of you can help to open 
the door, connect your friends to 
Variety, expand Varietyôs social 
network, and help us to make new  
friends and donors.    
 
Make friends for the cause ï 
introduce Variety to everybody you  
 

 
 
 
know, telling them why it matters 
and urging them to get involved.  
Start an epidemic of good news 
about Variety that will spread 
through your local community.  
Word of mouth can do  
marvelous things! 
 
Identify your VIP friends (very 
important prospects) ï make 
contacts with them (civic, political, 
philanthropic, social or corporate).  
They can easily influence others 
about Variety. 
 
Open the door ï use a soft-sell 
approach by asking for advice.  
People are usually receptive to 
wanting to help non-profit causes. 

Gather friends with small socials 
ï host a barbecue, cocktail party or 
a night at the races ï designed to 
fire up people about your cause.   
 
Yes, each and every one of us can 
be an advocate for Varityôs kids.  
Your efforts on behalf of Variety 
the Childrenôs Charity will enable 
us to help children with disabilities 
become more self-sufficient and 
experience the joy that results from 
becoming a more independent 
member of the community. 

Christine M. KobusñPresident  

Kidapalooza ð                  
A  Festival for the            
Entire Family 
Thanks to our friends at STAR 

100.7, Variety was invited to          

participate in the 2008                       

Kidapalooza on March 1, 2008 at 

the David L. Lawrence Convention 

Center.  Games, activities,               

giveaways and costumed                  

characters were some of the             

attractions provided for children 

and their families.  Variety had a 

booth with crafts and giveaways 

for families too.  With the help of 

Varietyôs Young Professionals, we 

met many families and talked 

about what Variety does in the 

community and how they can help 

Varietyôs kids.  In between the 

laughter and smiles, giggles and 

gabbing, we were able to get the 

message out ï Variety empowers 

kids to be more!  

NEW GRANTS  
 
Variety the Childrenõs Charity thanks our community/private            
foundations and corporate partners for their recent gifts totaling 
$169,950 to support Varietyõs work. 
 

Dominion Foundation 
Eatõ n Park Hospitality Group 

FISA Foundation 
Nina Baldwin Fisher Foundation 

The Earl Knudsen Charitable Foundation 
William V. and Catherine A. McKinney Charitable Foundation 

Pittsburgh Pirates Alumni Association 
Scaife Family Foundation 

Dr. Scholl Foundation 
Snee-Reinhardt Charitable Fund 

G. Whitney Snyder Charitable Fund 
TJX Foundation 

Edith L. Trees Charitable Trust 
W. I. Patterson Charitable Fund 

Wal-Mart Store #5381 (Bethel Park) 
Xerox Foundation 
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